
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE REFERENCE CHART 

S..-nce Problem 
. 

Alternatives Comments 

QwnCIewIOIS CauoIIc (c:auoIng bums) __ are Use baking soda for scouring. For Never use aerosols! Pastes are 
highly COn'OSMI. That's why they're baked on grease, put 1/4 cup ammonia sater. 
effective cleaners. But these same In oven overnight to loosen, then scrub 
chemicals can cause MY8At skin and with baIcing soda. 
eye damage. 

~ Pour boiling water down drain, or use .. OrainCIoaners plunger of metal snake . 
.!! 
0 

Use dry bleaches • they're safer and " .. Chlorine Bleach less destructive. Use Borax to whiten . Never mix chlorine bleach with .c 
0 

~'s a good grease culler. ammonia or acid ( such as toilet 2 bowt cleaners.) Toxic fumes result. 
Baking soda may work as waH and 
there is no a_ to surface being 

AbrasiVe cleaned or irritation to skin of person 
Scoumg using ~. 
P'-

Fumilure PolIsh _ are fast-dr}ing subatances To make a non-tOldc polish. melt 1 AYOId prod.- contUt/ng highly 
_ dIseoIve something else. Tbsp Camauba wax Into 2 cups mineral 10000~n" __ ". 
IIreaIhIng the vapors or ace_I oil. For lemon oil polish. dissolve 1 Top _ozena (carcInogons). and 

drinking can be harmful or even falal. lemon oil into 1 pint minerall!tD. 011 of cadar (centralneMIUS system 
Long-term exposure to some solvents stimufant). AYOId poIIoMs which 
may cauae liver and kidney problems. may entice chIIdI8n. 
birth defects. central nervous system Use polishes which 10 noI contain S __ 
_ and cancer. trichloroethylene. methylene chloride. or 

nilrobenzerle. 

i Soak silver in 1 quart warm water with 1 
0.. Tsp baking soda. 1 Top .... and a ... SilverCIeanor smaU pIeCe of aJuminum foil. c .. 
• .. Use with good ventilation. use Methylene chlo_ is used .c 

~ sparingly. and keep tight lids on extensively in painl removers. II 
Q. containers. forms carboXyhemOglobin in the 

Paint remover body and is very dangerous If a 
and_ heart condition _. 

Use water·based paints. W possible. 
They still oontsin Io>cic _noes but 
lack vo6JtIfe hydrocarbons (soIvants). 

Paints Old. ~ paints should never be 
used. 

Deodorants Ae_ are made up of one-haIf Roll-ons. creams. slicks. non-aerosol Aerosots are the major source of 
ingredient and one-haW liquid or sprays. pollution In the horne. They are also 
gaseous propellent under pressure. more expensiVe per application. You 
Soma contain organic solVents to pay for propellent and extra 
dissolve or suspend subslance • materials to rnakothe container. 
petroleum _. toluene. 

~ Shaving Cream 
__ hydrocarbons. and Brush and shaving soaps. .. ketoneS. Mist particles enter the lung 

e Glass Cleaners and th~ tho bloodstream. There is Manual spray cleaners. You can make • ... also the danger of exploding cans . your own by _Ing 2 Top vinegar to 1 
Qt. water. 

Air Fresheners Ventilate: or set vinegar out on open 
diroh. Use a box of baking soda in 
enclOSed areas, such as refrigerators or 
ctosets. 
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Pesticides Pesticides are poisonous and may It's onen possibfe to control and reduce V_ and healthy plants need 
cause serious damage to people, pets, pest damage without the use 0' good soil. LOOM .... drained. 
and wildlife. They also cause other chemical pesticides. Examples ot non- fei1:ih!, and containing orgarnc: 
problems. such as destruction of che""cII pest management include. matter. 
benefICial insects, development ot pest (1) keep a clean garden, many 
resistance, and environmental organisms Wk. to live under plant debris Use pest resistllnt pIant_. 
contamination. or wood. Remove and destroy infected 

plants. (2) know pests so you can Use correct pIanIlng techniques 
identity and _the specifIC problem (correct spacing and timing. crop 
without. broad spectrum peaticide. (by rotation. watenng and _ng) 
using 1Jafriefs. traps. etc.) 
(3) Encourioge or introduce _ 
a<ganisms vmJch live 011 _ pests. 

HousepIonI Soopy water on _. then rinse. 
insectkid" 

H"'- Hand pull _or muIch~. 
eo- garden with pJastJc In faJJ to 
pr __ germination. 

Chemical In addition to being caustic. chemical Peal moss or compos! or decayed 
FertIlIzerS fertilizers ore fIIIt..actIng, 8hcxt.ferm organic matter impfOveO the ptOdudivily ___ meydeptele eoIt'. of garden soil by adding _ 

growing capecIIy with __ uaa. nulrionls. Organic fertlJIzero ... high In 
nitrogen (blood and ftsh mtIOI) and high 
In ~ (bane mtIOI) end mey 
be _In pIaca 01 oynthotic __ 

_ 01 _ aII,_.and _ None _all_be-.tol 
1IuIdoI, and _all contain 

__ or __ oil 

T •• _,liIiaioItf ............ chemical cornpounda. None reqcIIng_. _ Fluid _ 011 also contaIn8 _ end _ 

-. -- None 
____ .-.g. Don' 
IeIMi puddlaa __ or pots 

'*' gel to thom. 

Car Balttlries car a_ ore highly acfdlc (can Nan. Check tetephoIlO _ for special 

produce serious bulIis) end contain reqcllngc:entoro. 
lead. 

Why be concerned about household hazardous waste? 

CBE has provided you with the information in this fact shea! because many of us never stop to think that the 
cleaners, paints, pesticides, and oils we are accustomed to using every day are, in fact, dangerous if they are not 
handled safely and disposed of properly. Every landfill becomes a hazardous waste landfill when chemicals from 
the home are deposited with other household garbage. These chemicals can corrode through landfill linings and 
contaminate groundwater, lakes and streams. Spilled oil and grease, pesticides, and fertilizer can wash off yards 
and gardens into storm drains and streams, polluting our water. Solvents escapa into the atmosphere from the 
normal use of cleaners, paints, and aerosol sprays, as well as from accidental spills or disposal of these products. 
These substances not only pollute the air, but they also retum to the earth in rain, further polluting our water. 
Proper disposal of household hazardous waste is an individual responsibility in Illinois. While there are laws 
designed to regulate disposal of industrial hazardous, household hazardous wastes are specifically exempted from 
such regulations. If you must use a hazardous consumer product, follow these general guidelines: 

Buy the minimum amount needed to complete the task. If you stili end up with leftovers, give them away to 
someone who can use them. 

Don't mix wastes, transfer them to unlabeled containers, or reuse containers which have held hazardous products. 

Never use -storm sewers or ditches for waste disposal. 

Never burn containers of leftover chemicals. 

Evaporate leftovers that cannot be used by someone else in the outdoors, wrap residue and containers in newsprint 
before throwing them away. 
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